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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Introduction 
 
Traumatic pedestrian injury leads to 
about 4,000 hospitalizations in 
Canada each year. These injuries 
often result from the interplay of 
modifiable or preventable 
environmental factors. Addressing the 
environmental factors related to 
pedestrian injury represents an 
important public health opportunity.  
The City of Vancouver places 
pedestrians as the top priority in 
transportation planning. For example, 
one of the recommendations in the 
�*�U�H�H�Q�H�V�W���&�L�W�\���$�F�W�L�R�Q���7�H�D�P�·�V������������
Quick Start Report, under the section 
�´�*�U�H�H�Q�H�U���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���² �0�R�E�L�O�L�W�\���µ���L�V��
�W�R���´�P�D�N�H���V�W�U�H�H�W�V���V�D�Ier for pedestrians 
and cyclists.�µ�� 
 
A background study conducted by 
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V���D�W���6�)�8���D�Q�G���8�%�&���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���´�3�H�G�H�V�W�U�L�D�Q���,�Q�M�X�U�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���%�X�L�O�W���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����$�Q���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
�6�F�D�Q���R�I���+�R�W�V�S�R�W�V�µ���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���'�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���(�D�V�W�V�L�G�H���3�H�G�H�V�W�U�L�D�Q���6�D�I�H�W�\���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�����7�K�H��
study found there were 2,358 recorded pedestrian injuries citywide in the six year period, an average 
of 393 per year, or just over one per day and just over 10% of recorded pedestrian injuries occur in a 
small area of the Downtown Eastside (DTES)�����,�W���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���������L�Q�M�X�U�\���´�K�R�W�V�S�R�W�V�µ�����I�Lve or more 
pedestrian injuries during the study period) in Vancouver, of which nine (28%) are on East Hastings 
in the Downtown Eastside. 
 
Hastings Street is home to a disproportionately large number of vulnerable road users including 
seniors, families with children, and people with disabilities, mental illness, and addictions �² some of 
�9�D�Q�F�R�X�Y�H�U�·�V���P�R�V�W���P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�����)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����R�X�W���R�I���D���W�R�W�D�O���'�7�(�6���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���M�X�V�W���R�Y�H�U��
16,000, an estimated 4,700 (29%) are injection drug users. As for motorists, a study by the 
Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse found that 10.4% of BC drivers tested positive for drug use 
and 8.1% had been drinking.   

 

 

Figure 1: Kernel density map of select pedestrian injury hotspots in Vancouver. 

 


