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FINAL REPORT OF THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY PROJEC

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

Traumatic pedestrian injury leads to

about 4,000 hospitalizations in

Canada each year. These injies

often result from the interplay of

modifiable or preventable

environmental factors. Addressing the
environmental factors related to

pedestrian injury represents an

important public health opportunity.

The City of Vancouver places

pedestrians as the bp priority in
transportation planning. For example,

one of the recommendations in the
*UHHQHVW &LW\ $FWLRQ 7
Quick Start Report, under the section
"*UHHQHU &RPRPRELWLWY pu
WR "PDNH VaNforipetiggtiansD |
and cyclists.u

Figurel: Kernel density map of select pedestrian injury hotspots in Vancouve

A badkground studyconducted by

UHVHDUFKHUVY DW 6)8 DQG 8% & HQWLWOHG "BHGHVWULDQ ,QMXU\ C
6FDQ RI +RWVSRWVpy SURYLGHVY WKH IRXQGDWLRQ IRU WKH 'RZQWR
study found there were 2,358 reorded pedestrian injuries citywide in the six year period, an average

of 393 per year, or just over one per day and just over 10% of recorded pedestrian injuries occur in a

small area of the Downtown Eastsidé€DTES) ,W LGHQWLILHG @ xdwea KRWVSRWVu
pedestrian injuries during the study period) in Vancouver, of which nine (28%) are on East Hastings

in the Downtown Eastside.

Hastings Street is home to a disproportionately large number of vulnerable road users including

seniors, families withchildren, and people with disabilities, mental illness, and addictionssome of
IDQFRXYHU-V PRVW PDUJLQDOL]HG UHVLGHQWY )RU H[DPSOH RXW
16,000, an estimated 4,700 (29%) are injection drug users. As for motorisis,study by the

Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse found that 10.4% of BC drivers tested positive for drug use

and 8.1% had been drinking.




